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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the present study is to wtdading the women’s condition in rural area. Wewkrthe
women’s condition in rural area theoretically buere we have taken attempt to understanding the séahtion.
We have collected primary data to understanding.throm our database, it is clear very precioushat women are
oppressed. Women are confined in the house andateyverwhelming by others. Today we are freqyesdlid the
concept empowerment. To find out real empoweredenoim our study area is very real job. Puritan aadhodox
concept of the women is another cause of theirwamgi#ness. It is very sorry to say, there is lackstobng determination
of women’s. Women'’s education is not so good irsthéy area. Poor work participation of the studgaindicates that,
lack of proper education. Therefore, guardian tligk regarding women education is very ineffableeytare very
interested for male child education instead of femehild. So, we cannot say it is common matter ibus the
characteristics of patriarchy. Maximum women areu$ewife, so there is limited scope of economic mpuent.
Domestic violence against women is very noticeaBldually, patriarchy devouring everything in theral society.

The findings of the study can assist the socidlsgisd planners to introduce the new scheme foremtsrdevelopment.

KEYWORDS Women’s Condition, Women's Empowerment, GenderriBisation, Women’s Literacy, Domestic

Violence
INTRODUCTION

Today women are participating in different socialcters, such as education, politics, sports, ec@mm
management, information technology etc. Famougigialn, Indira Gandhi was served the nation asimgminister for
long time. Prativa Devi Sing Patil was Indian pdesit for five years. At present Najma HefatullaBaai governor.
P. Sindhu and S. Mirza are famous sports persans; Sumitra Mahajan is an honourable speaker okabka, therefore
and so on. But few examples do not reflect theactoenario of women’s situation in Indian socidtyIndian society
women’s status is variable over space and time. @snstatus has been changed over time. Womertigssig also
variable from place to place or community to comitwuiNomen status is high in little tribal societsyich as Khasi,
gear but most of the cases women are oppressed. gdsition is inferior in respect of men. If weeswomen status
according rural-urban scenario we will see thatymeo’s status is different from urban to rural. Uewé education,
health status, mobility, expose to media and o#wtivities of urban women are high than rural womienrural area,

women’s status is depending on family backgrourmias custom, social behaviour, folkways, religiosisitus, etc.
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Here We’'ll discussed women’s status in rural af@eevious poor experience encourages us to disdmsst dhis.

This discussion will be helpful to make out thel tauation of women in rural society.
OBJECTIVES
Major objectives of this present study are —
* Todiscuss the real situation of women'’s in a rarah.
* To identify the causes of gender discrimination.
»  To give suggestions for women development.
METHODOLOGY

According to 2011 census, the study area has c@ud696 households. We have surveyed only 200ehoids

out of 5696 in my present study. Actually, we htalen 4 % samples in respect of total households.
STUDY AREA

My study area is Basudevpur Gram panchayat. Thianisimportant grampanchayat of Daspur — | block,
Paschim Medinipur. It is extending from 22 %" N — 22 °3534" N and 87 °429" E — 87 °4437" E. Area of the

study area is 15.76 sq kilometers.
BASIS OF MY PRESENT STUDY

Women'’s status in the society can be discusseti®bdsis of several parameters or measuremenis vid¢ehave

used few parameters to make out women'’s statug@h area, such as -
» Demographic Composition
» Literacy Rate
* Level of Education
e Age at Marriage
e Work participation
* Women'’s Decision Over Income
» Domestic Violence
* Women'’s Participation in Meeting
Demographic Composition

According 2011 census, total population of the gtacca was 26927. Male population was 13656 andilem
population was 13271. Sex ratio was 972 / thousaatk (2011 census). National sex ratio was 94hatsame time.
Sex ratio of the study area was better than ndticatén. In my present study, sex ratio of the gtudea is 973.

Gender gap of the study area is 27. There are wanges for low sex ratio, but one of the most ingrcause is abuse
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of modern medical science. Most of the parentsagyaabortion when the foetus in prenatal periodetedted as female
foetus (H. Mahapatra, 2013). This social diseasetive in the study area. Some respondents haeedgvith this matter.
Their thinking is that, girl child is a burden. Ehs the negative approach of patriarchal sociBltys is not good sign of

the society. As the sex ratio is low, so womenvatleerable in the society.

Literacy Rate

Missionaries began the first girl's school but thefforts were soon rivaled by Indian reformersspiee their
valiant efforts, there were no real advances inaleneducation until the second half of the ninateeentury when the
government offered financial support (G. Forbesg)9R was the real picture of women’s educatiothi@ colonial period.
After independence honorable govt. has taken diffeschemes for women’s education, as a result,emntniiteracy rate
has been increased. The male and female literéeyfdhe study area is 78.01% and 61.45 % reispbctMale -female
literacy gap is 16.56. According to 2011 censuslemdemale literacy gap was 16.68 in India. Litgrayap is slightly
better than the national level. But literacy gapvide. Existing wide literacy gap indicates that flemale literacy rate is
low in respect of male literacy rate. The low feenditeracy rate is the bad sign of educational emgyment.

It also indicates gender discrimination in eduaatio

Quantity | Number | Percentage
Population - )k Ik
Male 738| 208 78.01 21.99
Female 566 35% 61.45 38.%55

Source House Hold Survey, 2016

In rural areas, daughters of agricultural labonsals farmers and artisans and in urban areas, dexsgybf slum
dwellers working in lowlevel occupations are makely to be withdrawn from school early (World Bah891). Despite
the increase in enrolment ratio, women remain uesgmted at all levels of education relative to newer females than
males receive technical education and vocatioaitrg and women account for a very small propartié enrolment in
post-secondary education (G. P. Kelly & C. Ellid®82). Yet in rural area, women literacy rateds satisfactory in India.
In our study area, women literacy is low. We haiedtto find out the causes which are responsiiidoiw female literacy

rate in the study area. On the basis of resporslepthion, we have found out few causes, whiclgaren below -

Causes of Low Female Literacy Ratg Percentage of Respondents
Family Background 24.27
Early Marriage 17.46
Unavailability of Technical Education 16.58
Not Profitable 12.63
Lack of Job / Service 07.26
Distance 06.19
Low Family Income 05.41
Lack of Communication 05.32
Lack of Social Security 04.88
Total 100.00

Source House Hold Survey, 2016
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Family background is one of the most importantdesbf low literacy rate. Their views were thatdref nobody
got a higher education of my family, proper guidbsence in the family, etc. Most of the familiesnid come out from
the traditional concept. Gender bias is prominkatd. Nowadays so many families believe that giildceducation is not
profitable, because after marriage girl child vagtl to their father-in-law house. We could not geiper help from her.
Marriage before matriculation is noticeable esghcia old women in the study area. It indicateattearly marriage was
dominated in the study area. So, there was thigelinscope of girl children for better educatiohotigh young women'’s
condition is better than old women. It is very net&tingly found, 16.58% respondents answered lat&ahnical institute.
So professional education is required for women,umfiortunately, technical institute is absencedgh&@he demand for
professional course is the good sign for women &filue. Therefore, so many factors are responsifiddw women

literacy rate.

Level of Education

QUERT In Number | In Percentage

Level

M.P or Below 321 56.71
H.S 122 21.55
U.G 88 15.55
P.G 11 01.95
M.B.B.S 00 00.00
B.E 02 00.35
Vocational Training 19 03.36
Others 03 00.53
Total 566 100.00

Source:House Hold Survey, 2016

Analysis of Result

Almost 57 % of women’s educational qualificationsiscondary or below. Secondary level educationetovb
could not be established the women’s properly engbciety. This level of education implies thatytlaee literate but not
fit for any kind of better job. Poor technical edtion also reflects that women'’s participationnsited both education and
job. Women'’s education as so neglected that we havéund any medical student. Though somebodysegrthat good
merit is required for medical student. But we d¢ Inelieve women’s merit is lesser than the menualty, this isthe bad
effect of patriarchy, i.e. there is the absencgadd environment for women education. As the lefedducation is low,

so it is a barrier for women empowerment.

Age at Marriage

Respondents
In Number | In Percentage
Marriage Age(yrs.)
<18 97 48.50
18-25 89 44.50
25-35 14 07.00
> 35 00 00.00

Source House Hold Survey, 2016
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Analysis of Result

Raja Rammohun Roy was fought against child marriagkd” century. Though it is continued in rural Bengal.

Almost 49 % women answered that, their marriage egaspleted below 18 years old. Early marriage $® ddarrier for
women empowerment. Respondent’s opinion were thatwere compiled to marry by family pressure. As present
society is patriarchal and in the patriarchal stycisomen are insignificant, so their opinion isigrsficant regarding
marriage. Today father decision or elder men merdbeision is vital for women’s marriage insteadv@imen’s opinion.
Most of the cases women’s have no choice of theim marriage. Women'’s have no control over thee.lihs my study
area is rural, in the rural area women'’s statugeiy low. Yet they are not collectively protest axga early marriage.
Another important information is that, few respontde answered we did marriage of my son after maaimon.

They think matriculation is sufficient for liveliloal. So, matriculation is one of the important ciiteof marriage in my

study area. Age of matriculation is probably 16 yosl8 yrs. That is another cause of early magriag
Domestic Violence

Domestic violence against women is very common ryavieere. It is found both rural and urban area.
It has several forms. In my study area 39 % ofa@adpnts answered that they have victimized by wimden the family.
61 % women answered that, no problem in the fanWe think it is not the real picture. Many respomtderemain
invisible of the problem due to keeping her fandignity. Women are victimized not only by a malet bilso female.
When women are victimised by a female, that dodgsmmean female are responsible for this case, bimditates that

female is controlled by others. We mean thisse #he drawback of patriarchy.

. FEgEerilE In Number | In Percentage

Violence By

Male 12 15.38

Female 15 19.24

Both 51 65.38

Source:House Hold Survey, 2016
Respondents

Measures Taken In Number In Percentage
Adaptation in Family 43 55.13
Decide of Both Family 18 23.08
Help of Local Representative 14 17.95
Help of Local P. S 03 03.85
Legal Advice 00 00.00
Total 78 100.00

Source House Hold Survey, 2016

Analysis of Result

Domestic violence is dominant in my study area.%%espondents answered we have adjusted in théyfami
A traditional view is active in this situation. Moaf the women'’s thinking is that, this life of wem Our social marriage
was done by our father. So, there is no alternatiag. That's why nobody has got legal advice. They victimized by

violence but have not taken proper step due tettiedox concept. Law against domestic violencelieen proclaimed,
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but they did not get it. We think women should besarded to check the domestic violence.
Work Participation

In our study area housewife and women employee86s % and 13.5 % respectively. It is a very commo
scenario of women’s in rural area. Most of the wonaee housewife, because they are confined byapeltal rule.
As a result, they are also confined to the roomounstudy, we have not considered, daily wagekeroas an employee,

because it has no significant role in family depehent.

Respondents
Job Type In Number | In Percentage
House Wife 173 86.50
Employee 27 13.50

Source:House Hold Survey, 2016
Analysis of Result

Only 13.5 % (27 out of 200) women are employeesunstudy area. Out of 27, 59.26 % women are agy§im
school teacher. Last five years, many primary teeckvere recruited in Bengal, as a result, this ypemployee is high
in the study area. Both high school teacher anthergis 7.41 %. Others type job of women’s is 3%9 Few women are
engaged as a private employee. We have considbeeghrivate employee in our study. Low work parttipn rate

indicates that there is no proper women empowernieintcludes social empowerment and economic engpment.

Women's Decision over Income

espondents
Answer In Number | In Percentage
Yes 06 22.22
No 21 77.78

Source: House Hold Survey, 2016
Analysis of Result

Women who are socially and economically empowebed they have no control over their income, 77.78%%
women answered this. Their bank account controlinw@thers. Here others mean, controlling by fatbentrolling by the
brother or controlling by the husband. This is tiwt proper empowerment. If we ensure the actualograpment,
then there will be ensuring of women to controgithincome. Expenditure of empowered women shoslddntrolled by

her. Perhaps we cannot drive out from the patraickanyway.

Women's Participation in Meeting

espondents
Answer In Number | In Percentage
Yes 11.00 05.50
No 189.00 94.50

Source:House Hold Survey, 2016
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Analysis of Result

In the decentralized planning, grass-roots decigowery important for development. Gram Samsad istal
platform for taking the decisions in grass rooteleOnly 5.50 % of women answered that, they amtigiaating in the
meeting. 94.50 % of women answered that; we areattending in the meeting. Their simple answersewaraximum
men are participating of that meeting and they td@sions, so our role is very negligible. Therefat is not a best job as
a housewife. Overall, yet our society cannot gineugh permits to women, that they can do everytbimgide the room.
By those answers, it is very clear of negative apph of patriarchy, and at the same time it indicdhe traditional view

of women in society.
SUGGESTIONS
e The first priority of women is education, so spéatéention should be necessary for that purpose.
* Women should be given enough safety and suppevbtk as they can be empowered.
e Law should be strictly followed for any kind malptize against women.
*  Women should be divulged from their traditional cept.
CONCLUSIONS

In this study, it is clear that gender inequalitydagender discrimination is dominant in the ruratisty.
Elimination of gender discrimination is very necays There is necessary for creating consciousimeasrural society
that, firstly we are a human being then men or wamghe approach must be holistic instead of fragargn
Women are the important part of the family as vesllsociety. Equal opportunity is required for bothle and female.
If we create any gender discrimination, it will barrying the society towards backward instead ofvémd. Any kind of

violence against women is the great humiliation.iSeill be eradicated from the family or society.
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